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PREFFACE | 
Fs. Speech ought to be ſet m Letters of Gold, that as 
well the Majeſty, Prudence, and Virtue of this Royal 
Queen, might m general moſt exquiſitely appear , as alſo 
that Her Religious Love, and tender reſpe&t which ſhe particu- 
larly, and conſtantly did bear to Her Parliament in unfeigned 
Smcerity, might be Nobly and Truly Vindicated, and Proclaim- 
2d, with all grateful Recognition to God for ſo great a Bleſſing 
to his poor People of England, in vouchſafing them heretofore- 
ſuch a Gracious Princeſs, and magnantmous Defender of the 
Reformed Religion, and Herroick, Patroneſs of the Liberty of 
Her Subjetts, 1m the Freedom and Honour of their Parliaments : 
which 2ave been, under God, the continual Gonſervators of the. 
Splendor, and Wealth of this Kzngdom, againſt Tyranny and 


Oppreſſion, 


Vn Zu. ELIZABETH 


The 3oth of Novemb. 1601. Her- Majeſty being Set _ 
State in the Council-Ghamber at White-Hall, the Speaker 
accompanied -with Privy,Gounſellors, beſedes 'Knighs, and 
Burgeſſes of the Lower Houſe, to the Number of Eight-ſcore, 
Preſenting themſelves at Her Majeſty's Feet, for that ſo 
Graciouſly and Speeaily She had heard and yielded to Her 
Sabjetts Defrres, and Proclamed the fame 7 711 their hearing, 
as followeth. 


Mr. Speaker, 


E perceive your coming 1s to preſent Thanks * 
| unto Us ; Know, I accept them with no leſs. 
Joy, than your Loves can have deſire to offer ſuch a _$* 
Preſent, and do more eſteem it, than any Treaſure of 
Riches ; for thoſe We know how to prize, but Loyalty, | ! 
Love, and Thanks, I account them invaluable: And tho? -* 
God hath raiſed Me high, yet this Iaccount the Glory of ||; 
my Crown, that I have Reigned with your Loves. This , | 
makes that I do not ſo much Rejoyce, that God hath '' 
 madeMeto be a Queen, as to be a Queen over ſo Thank- = | 
F ul a < DOE; and to be the Wb. under God, -to Kan = 
J1erVe | 


=.” ſerve you in Safety,. a id to Prefer ve you from Patil 
-" yea, tobe the Inſtrument to deliver ayou from Diſhonour, 
- "Shame, and Infamy; to keep you from Servitude, and 
—- Slavery under our Enemies, and cruel Tyranny, 
$ and vile 'Oppreſſion intended -apainſt Us : -For the better - 
F withſtanding whereof, We take very acceptably yourin- 
tended Helps, and chiefly ; in that 1t manifeſteth your 
| Loves, and largeneſs of Heart to your Sovereign. Of 
& my ſelf I muſt ſay this, I never was any greedy ſcraping 
Graſper, nor a ſtrict faſt: -holding Prince, nor yet a Waſter; 
My.Heart was,never ſet upon any worldly Goods, but 
only for my Subje&ts good. What you dobeſtow on Me, 
. I will not hoard up, but receive it to beſtow on you a- 
gain ; yea, Mine own, Properties I account yours, to be 
expended for your Goodand your Eyes ſhall Tee the be- 
*"ſtowing of 1t for your welfare. 
Mr. Speaker, I would with you, and the reſt to ſtand 
E. up, for [ fear I ſhall yet trouble you with longer Speech. 
AJ - Mr. Speaker,*- you give Me Thanks, but I am more to 
"Thank you, and I charge you, Thank them of the Lower: 
b. Houſe from Me, for had I not received Knowledge from 
fa you, I-might a fallen into the lapſe of an Error, only 
7 for want of true Intormation. Since I was Queen, yet 
"id I' never put my Pen to any Grant, but upon pretext 
and ſemblance made Me, that it was for the good, and 
B "avail of my Sub'ecs generally, though a private Profit to 
” "ſome of my ancieat Servants who have deſerved - well : 
- .  Butthat my . Grants ſhall be made Grievances to my Peo- 
ple, and Opprefſions, to be Priviledged under colour-of 
- -our Patents,Our Princely Dignity ſhall not. ſuffer it. When 
1 heard it, I could giveno reſt unto' my Thoughts until 
: I had reformed it, and thoſe Varlets, lew'd Perfons, : a: 
- buſers of my Bounty,ſhall know that I will not ſuffer it; 
Ar d Mr. Speaker, tellthe Houſe from Me,I takeit .exceed- | 
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-.* into Me from, them. And L100 amongſt them the | 
-..,. principal Membersare ſuch as are not touched in private, |}? 
© _ and therefore need not ſpeak from any- feeling of the 
Grief, yet we have heard that other Gentlemen alſo - of 
the Houle, who ſtand as free, have ſpoken as freely in it, 
which gives Us to know, that no Reſpe&s or Intereſts 
| have moved them, other than the Minds they bear .to 


 _____ fufferno diminution of our Honour, and our SubjeCt's qi; 
love unto Us. The zeal of which AﬀeRion tending to Ki! 
eaſe my People, and knit their Hearts unto Us, I embrace #4 
with a Princely Care, far above all earthly Treaſures. 1 1-7 


fteem my Peoples Love, more than which I defire not i 
to Merit: And God that gave Me here tofit, and placed || | 


I Me over you, knows that I never reſpe&ted my Self, but il 
as your Good was concerned in Me : Yet what Dangers, # | 
what Praciices, and what Perils I have paſſed, ſome, if. }| 
not all of you know, but none of theſe things do move Fi 


Me, or ever made Me fear, but it is God that hath de- 
livered Me. And in-my Governing this Land, I have | | 


: ever ſet the laſt Judgment-Day beſore mine Eyes, and fo Y 6 
to Rule, as I thall be Judged and anſwer before a higher *- }. 
Judge, to whoſe Judgment-Seat I do appeal in that, ne- $7 
ver Thought was cheriſhed in my Heart that tended not | 
tomy Peoples Good. And if my Princely Pounty have {1 
been abuſed, and my Grants turned to the hurt of my. 3 
= People, contrary to my Will and Meaning, or if any in !'1 
: Authority under Me have neglected, or converted what f | 


[I have committed unto him, -I hope God will not lay . © | 

their Culps-to my Charge. To be a King, and weara |{\ 

Crown, 8, a thing more Glorious to them that ſee it, * 

than itspleaſant to them that bear it ; For. my Self, | ( 

I never was ſo much Inticed with the glorious Name | } 

of a King, or the Royal Authority of a Queen, as de- | 4 
lighted that God hath made me his Inſtrument to main- 

>. tain his Truth and Glory, and to defend this Kingdom 

'.  .. fromDiſhonour, Damage, Tyranny and Oppreſſion. - But 

TE | » '.. ſhould 
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”  - thonld Taſcribeaw PP theſe Lil unto.my ſelf or my 
” fexly. We neſs, I were not. worthy to live, and of all 
pes” "no unworthy of the Mercies I have received at God's 
' Hands : But to God only and Wholly all is given and 
aſcribed; The Cares and Trouble of a Crown I cannot 
- . more fitly- reſemble, than to the _ Dr ugs of a learned 
Phyſitian, perfumed with ſome Aromatical Savour, or to 
bitter - Pills gilded over, by which they are made more 
acceptable, or leſs offenſive, which indeed are bitter and 
unpleaſant to take ; and for mine own part, were it 
not for Conſcience ſake, to diſcharge the Duty that God 
hath: laid upon Me, and to maintain his Glory, and keep 
. you in Safety, in mine own Diſpoſition I ſhould be wil- 
ling to reſign the Place I hold to any other, and glad 
to be freed of the Glory with the Labours : For it is 
not my deſire to Live or Reign Longer, than my Life 
and- Reign ſhall be for your Good. And though you 
' have had, and may have, many Mightier and Wiſer 
Princes ſitting 3 in this Seat, yet you-never had, nor ſhall _ 
have any, that will Love you better. h 
Thus, Mr. Speaker, I commend Me to your Loyal 
Loves, and yours to My beſt Care, and your further 
Counſels'; and I pray you, Mr. Comptroller, and Mr. 
Secretary, and you of my Counſel, that before theſe Gen- 
tlemen depart into their Countries, you bring. them all 
"to: Bas my Hand. 


hitinr, 


Bout Two Hundred Years ſince, almoſt. all | Europe ( ex- 
 {\ cept Muſcovy) lived under the happy form of: a mixt 
p Monarchical VET EA 5 having this Maxim of. the An-_ 
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_ cients, that the King and the Peoples Intreſt are one atid 

* the ſame. the King had his Dues, and the People had 
theirs ; as it was then in Fraxce, Spain, Germany, Poland, 
G&c. But the Pope envying the Happineſs of Princes, and 
People, under this Mild Monarchy ; and to ſecure his 
new Trentine Antichriſtian Supremacy, having gotten his 
Jeſuites to be King's Confeſſors Flatter'd. and WheedPd 
Princes, that as in the Text, This ſhall be the manner of your 
Kings ; God was .giving the People the Jus Divinum of 
Government, when in truth, he was threatning them with 
the Plague of Tyrants ! And this took ſuch eFcQ, as to 
turn the former eake Monarchies into abſolute Wegal Ty- 
rannies ; , which firſt began by Lewis the XI. in: France, 
and followed by that horrid Inquiſition in Spain, &c. So 
- that Europe, and the Weft-Tndies, have been the Shambles of 
Papal Barbarities in the Maſſacres of Millions of Chriſtians, 
and other: Human Souls ever ſince. 

Our Wiſe Queen Elizabeth therefore having a right re- 
gard to the general Good and Weal of the People, accom- 
modated* her Goverment to. the true Genius of the Mo- 
narchical Inſtitution, as it then ſtood : For She continually 
Courted the People, expreſſing Her Monarchy was founded 
in the Peoples Aﬀections : :And by that Expedient kept 
up Her Self and Monarchy, to that Height and Glory, as” 
it firſt ſtood in its Natural Foundation 5 and this againſt 
all Foreign Powers. And She thus anſwer'd all the Ends. 
of Government ; for FaQions and Parties were thus ſunk ; 
the Intereſt of Court and Country were made One, and 
Vertue,” Honeſty, and Piety were reſtor'd and incourag'd. 

But King James, being deſirous to be more at liberty 
from his Old Maſter Bach#an's more ſevere Principles, as to. : 
his Prerogative, ſome Prelates quickly gratifed His Incli- 
nation, (tho* to the bane of his Succeſlors) in their - Political 
Doarines, which they drew from God's Word, touching 
Succeſſion Jure Divino, © and Paijrve Obedience, But by - how 
much they intermedled* with © Secular Aflairs, and grew 
more Lordly and leſs Hoſpitable, they greatly prejudiced 
the Evangelical Epiſcopaſcy. LZaud in King Charles's Time, 
was one of the great Promoters of thoſe Political Doarines 
for Court-Intereſt, gs Strafford was for Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, and both ſuffer'd. But good Biſhop Abbot, Learned 
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ption of. the Prel brayl low! Pe the ? Epiloopucy; and -* 
Tha way for” Presbitery. - And. the Corruption of+ the 
_ Courtiers drew . the Nation into EXEmRGES to run to De- 
vFNCTScT, 
By all. -\rbich, What reaſon rg, Spain, &c. hive to 
- truſt the. Pope, way ' wofully. 4 Add how King Charles 
was behiolding to "Land an kv ford for their Innovations, 
is loudly manifeſt, in the, "Ruingg that follow'd-his Family, 
a and the Natjon ſince that time..*” \ 
+... The Premiſes well weighed, Can »any . now Setup for* an 
be Arbitrary Pyycrament, that are truly hearty to King, W1LULAA,, 
 * fine that»has quis ſuch- -Uproars, Rutyes of: Kings, 204 
--. Deſtrudtions in the World, for. above al Jundred Yeats aft 


. 


aft... 
= $7 But it's Objedted, We have need to "OE 1 Democracy: As 
E-...to; that, Ty Nation having, ſo lately eſcaped_the Dangerous 
*, effedts of A miſled and motly Democracy”: -It. may be. rea- _ - 
£ Lonably -£ conc - that, .that will*nver more lokg' | 
= 30 - England, eſpecially fince all the Advaptag &5 
"— mon-wealth, can as. freely* and fully be derived from- the 
* _ -Temperofan' bliſhed well-bounded Monarchy, which'is fo 
| agrecable, to 'the lote eſt of a* free "People, that nothing 
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. can be deſired to Make us more Happy, and more perfect. 
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Uſher, &c. liked "not thoſe ſtrayings from Holy Writ. This 


. * ES HINGES TH 
Po ; . 4 
" 
% i" : Wu 
F xs | 


the Corruption of the Prelacy, lowered the Epiſcopacy; and 


made way for Presbitery - And the Corruption of the 
Courtiers drew the Nation into Extremities to run to De- 


By all which, What reaſon France, Spain, &c. have to 


| truſt the. Pope, may wofully.. appear ! And how King Charles 


was beholding to Levd and *Straford for their Innovations, 
is loudly manifeſt, in the. Ruines that follow'd- his Family, 
and the Nation ſince that time. \ ' | 
The Premiſes well weighed, Can -any now Set_up for an 
Arbitrary Government, that arc truly hearty to King, i [7.7L AA, 


* finc* that, has cauſed ſuch- Uproars, Ruiye* of 3igs, and 


Deſtruttions in the World, for above a Hun.|red Years laft 
paſt. "F s ON GT heb n Leh 
But it's Objected, We have need to fear a Democracy. As 
to, that, this Nation having fo lately eſcaped the Dangerous 
effe&s of a miſled and motly Democracy - It may be rea- 


' ſonably concluded, that, that will” never more long"prevail 
in England ;, eſpecially, ſince all the Advantages in a Com- 


mon-wealth, can as freely- and fully be derived from - the 


[Temper of an Eſtabliſhed well-bounded Monarchy, which is ſo 


agreeable, to the Intereſt of a' free People, that nothing 
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